We will meet once per week throughout the semester. These meetings will consist of short introductory lectures from me, intensive primary source workshops, and a thorough discussion and analysis of the readings and the major questions scholars have raised about the American Revolution. Students who attend but do not participate in meaningful and thoughtful ways will receive a failing grade for this portion of the grade. Any more than three missed seminars will result in an F this portion of the grade.
Chronology Exam: 5%
Study timelines of the major events of the American Revolution. During this in-class exam, I will give you series of events that I will ask you to place in chronological order. You do not need to memorize all the exact dates but you will need to familiar with the sequence of events. For example, did the Battle of Lexington and Concord occur before or after the Declaration of Independence?
Summary and Description of the American Revolution: 10%
Write a short 1500 word summary of the American Revolution in your own words. Your summary should briefly address all of the following questions. What was it? How did it happen and what were some of the causes and consequences of the event? Don't be more than 5% over or under for the length of this summary. It is very important to develop the skills of synthesis. You decide what is important to include. You do not need citations for this assignment but you do need to be accurate, concise and clear and you will need to do some background research. This assignment will allow me to assess your writing skills and whether you have a basic comprehension of the event.
Book Review: 5%
You will write a 1000 word book reviews of one of the books on your individual reading list. Don't be more than 5% over or under this review length. Summarize the argument and the sources used and the critique the book. What does it do well? What are its flaws or drawbacks? What is it missing? How could it be improved? What is its contribution to the historiography? List your word count at the top of the page. Choose your words carefully and make sure every word counts and makes a meaningful contribution. Omit needless words.
Class Presentation/ Mini-Lecture: 15%
You will choose a topic from a list I will provide in class and you will give a presentation of approximately twenty-five to thirty minutes in length on that person, place or thing to the class. You will become a specialist in that topic and teach the group. Try to relate your topic to the larger issues and themes in the course. There will be a question and answer period after your presentation and you may offer the other students a series of discussion questions after the event. Do not read verbatim a written presentation. You may use notes but you should know the subject well enough to not have to read directly from your notes. This will be a chance to practice lecturing.
Term Paper: 25%
You will research and write a major term paper. It must draw on both primary and secondary sources. It will be a work of original research and not synthesis. This paper will be an absolute minimum of twentyfive pages long. Anything less will be docked grades. Feel free to write more than twenty-five pages but don't be verbose. Keep your writing clear and concise. I will read any drafts you prepare before the final due date as long as you give it to me two weeks beforehand so that you can make revisions. You will be working on this all semester and you are in graduate school now so my expectations and the marking standards for this assignment will be very high.
Oral Exam: 20%
There will be a 30 minute individual oral exam with me at the end of the semester. I will meet with each of you to discuss the American Revolution and the major historical and historiographical themes in our readings. I will ask you to describe the event, critically analyze the event and place it in context. You will be expected to refer to specific readings, primary sources, class discussions, student presentations and lectures. You should be able to summarize and analyze the arguments in both your combined class readings and in your individual readings. I will focus in particular on your individual readings. We will book time for these exams during the last two weeks of the semester and we hold them after the course is finished.
Late Policies: The instructor reserves the right to dock a letter grade per day for late assignments.
Note on Readings:
You will all read the required material listed below in advance of class. You will also choose three books to read from a list I will provide for you. You will write books review for two of these additional books. I expect you to be reading from the three books throughout the semester. Be prepared to cite and draw on them during our discussions. You should know them thoroughly.
All articles and selections from shorter books will be made available online or in advance of class. Occasionally, I will provide you with shorter excerpts from primary materials to read and explore in class. You will be expected to come to each seminar prepared and having read anything I have provided you with in advance of class.
Week 1: September 6
"These are the times that try men's souls" Thomas Paine I will begin to introduce you to some of the readings and sources that we will be examining for the semester and we will talk about our interests and background in this field. 
